188                Frederick the Great       [I746~i756]

day he scanned the political horizon, resolved to
take no action which would not serve the State, and
to shrink from nothing if Prussian interests were
threatened. Day by day, too, he urged forward the
labours of peace and the preparations for war.
While Silesia was being gradually assimilated and
the old Prussia developed, Frederick was making
use of his new possession, East Frisia, in a tardy
and only moderately successful endeavour to fur-
ther commerce overseas. Commerce in Frederick's
opinion ranked far below agriculture and manufac-
tures in value to a state with ideals such as those
which he had chosen for Prussia, He therefore de-
voted far more of his energy to the task of forward-
ing Prussian industry, which he argued gave em-
ployment to a thousand times as many men, brought
more gold and silver into the country, and remained
more amenable to State control. At the same time
he was steadily accumulating treasure and perfecting
his military force. In the fateful year 1756 he had
upwards of 14,000,000 thalers stored up for war.
The standing army then numbered more than 150,-
ooo men.

